XX                             INTRODUCTION

time which uigedhim to rouse passions mean nothing to us;
they have lost the aroma of his just indignation and are
become historical events What is left of him for us is the
result of cold analysis and almost heartless contempt How
different would it have been had Swift allied his great gift as
a writer to such a spirit as breathes in the .Sermon on the
Mount' But to wish this is perhaps as foolish as to expect
dates to grow on thistles. We must accept what is given
us, and see that we, at any rate, steer clear of the dangers
mapped out for us by the travellers of the past.
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